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RECORDS 

Radio  Farm  Directors 


From 


Radio  and  Television  Service 

Office  of  Information -U.  S.  Department  of  Agricultu 


Dear  Farm  Broadcaster: 


March  h,  i960 
Letter  No.  91^ 


As  the  index  of  prices  received  by  farmers  rose  nearly  one  percent  during 
the  month  ending  February  15,  as  announced  last  Monday,  the  mid-February  index 
was  about  four  percent  belov  a  year  earlier. 

Meanwhile,  AMS  announced  today  that  farm  operators  realized  a  net  income  of 
$11.0  billion  in  1959  compared  with  $13-1  billion  in  '58  and  $11.0  billion  in  '57. 
AMS  pointed  out  that  although  farm  income  was  down  last  year,  income  of  farm 
people  from  non-farm  sources  rose  about  6  percent ,  reflecting  the  general 
economic  recovery  in  1959*    The  number  of  people  on  farms  declined  a  little 
further.    Per  capita  income  of  farm  people  from  all  sources  was  down  8  percent 
from  1958  to  $960  but  was  higher  than  any  other  year  since  1952. 

Cash  receipts  from  farm  marketings  in  1959  "were  above  195$  in  1^  states, 
about  the  same  in  two  states,  lower  in  32.    Range  was  from  a  climb  of  16  percent 
in  Arkansas  to  a  drop  of  19  percent  in  North  Dakota.    U.S.  total  was  down  2 
percent. 


INSECT  DETECTION  WORKSHOPS  UNDER  HAY 


Several  hundred  key  workers  in  State  and  Federal  entomological 
agencies  and  private  organizations  are  holding  day-and-half  new 
insect  detection  workshops  this  month  throughout  the  country.  These 
workshops  form  part  of  the  stepped  up  effort,  started  last  year,  to 
beat  new  insect  pests  to  the  draw. 

The  aim  is  to  develop  control  workers  who  are  not  only  aware  of 
the  differences  in  insect  pests,  but  nan  spot  unusual  crop  conditions 
and  evidences  of  insect  damage.    Foreign  pests  have  often  gained  a 
firm  foothold  and  reached  damaging  proportions  before  they  were 
reported.    As  a  result  of  the  more  intensive  survey  last  year,  ten 
new  insects  were  reported  in  the  U.S.  for  the  first  time.  The 
workshops  are  expected  to  speed  detection  further. 

Workshops  being  held  in  March  this  year  include  ones  in  Atlanta, 
Ga.;  Baton  Rouge,  La.;  Denver,  Colo.;  New  York  City,  Omaha,  Nebr.; 
Lafayette,  Ind. ;  Riverside,  Calif.;  and  Walla  Walla,  Wash. 

MORE  YOUNG  TURKS  COMING 

Secretary  Benson  points  out  that  Department  figures  show  turkey  growers 
apparently  headed  toward  another  record  turkey  crop  this  year.    He  warns  that 
such  a  crop  could  mean  too  many  turkeys  and  lower  prices  for  them  next  fall.  He 
suggests  farmers  carefully  review  their  i960  plans  in  the  light  of  likely  demand 
for  turkeys  at  market  time,  and  adjust  their  plans  accordingly. 

Thirty  percent  more  heavy- breed  poults  have  been  hatched  since  last  Sept.  1 
than  a  year  ago.    Even  though  fewer  light-breed  poults  are  reported,  the  importance 
of  the  heavy-breed  suggests  the  need  to  keep  down  the  uptrend  in  the  hatch. 
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FARM  3 ' CASTING  DAY  STILL  ECHOING 

Lewis  Miller  sends  an  interesting  report  of  a  "complete  round-the-clock 
presentation  featuring  radio's  vital  part  in  agri.  progress.    Local  farm  orgs 

participated,  plus  the  tapes  we  sent  Thanks  to  Art  Broadwin  of  the  Nat'l 

Dairy  Council  for  the  copy  of  the  fine  resolution  his  bd.  of  dir.  passed  in 

observance  of  FB  Day  John  Chase,  WHFB,  Benton  Harbor,  Mich.,  sends  a 

half -page  ad  his  station  ran  in  the  News-Paladium  on  FB  Day.  It  included  Pres. 
Eisenhower's  salute  to  farm  b'cstrs,  and  a  fine  pix  of  John  with  reference  to 
his  award-winning  "Mich.  Farm  Hour"  and  a  partial  list  of  other  honors.  John's 
show  was  judged  best  non-metropolitan  farm  program  in  Associated  Press  competi- 
tions in  Mich  Mike  Nelson  of  WJAG,  Norfolk,  Nebr.  also  reports  a  half- 
page  spread  in  "The  Norfolk  News"  on  FB  Day  plus  heavy  participation  on  the  air 
by  local  supporters  of  farm  b'cstg.    We  agree  with  Mike  that  "effective  use  was 

made  of  the  material  supplied"  "Doc"  Webster,  WJTN,  Jamestown,  N.Y.  has 

already  started  work  on  the  fifth  FB  Day  for  196l,  as  three-year  chairman. 

NOTHING  COULD  BE  FINAH 

"Colonel"  Harvey  Dinkins,  WSJS  Radio  and  TV,  Winston-Salem,  for 
the  2nd  consecutive  year  has  received  the  NC  Farm  Bureau's  Distinguished 
Service  Award  for  stations  of  5  kw  and  up.    Ray  Wilkinson,  WCEC,  Rocky 
Mount,  was  cited  for  stations  under  5  kw.    George  Perry,  WMFY-TV,  won 
in  the  TV  competition.    "Col"  Harvey  reports  that  three  comparable 
awards  were  made  in  the  newspaper  field  and  that  each  award  carried  a 
beautiful  plaque  and  a  "beautiful"  check  for  fifty  bucks. 

ADVISORS  INDICATE  NEW  RESEARCH  NEEDS 

Preliminary  findings  of  USDA's  Research  Advisory  Committees  which  met  here 
last  week  were  made  known  Monday.    The  Transportation  Advisors  want  better  trans- 
portion  to  get  quality  food  to  market  in  better  condition.    Among  other 
recommendations,  they  urged  development  of  portable  refrigerated  cargo  boxes  to 
ship  frozen  foods  by  highway,  rail,  sea,  and  air  at  less  cost  and  with  minimum 
handling  of  packages. 

The  Cotton  Advisors  called  more  knowledge  of  cotton  fiber  the  top  fundamental 
need  to  improve  the  use  of  cotton.    They  indicated  that  better  processing  machines 
chemical  and  mechanical  processes,  new  and  better  yarns  and  fabrics  all  hang  from 
basic  understanding  of  the  cotton  fiber  itself.    And  while  the  cotton  boll  weevil 
has  been  with  us  a  long  time,  new  ways  of  controlling  it  are  still  a  major  need 
of  Southern  farmers.    It  continues  perhaps  the  most  important  obstacle  to  eff icier 
cotton  production  throughout  much  of  the  Cotton  Belt.    New  ways  to  control  it  are 
needed. 

AROUND  THE  WORLD  IN  30  SECONDS 

(For  release  March  7)    The  U.S.  exported  1,109,000  bales  of  cotton 
this  January,  the  largest  in  any  month  since  Nov.  1935  when  we  shipped 

1,135*000  bales  For  the  first  time  since  1953>  our  apples  are  on 

sale  in  France.    At  the  LeHavre  auction,  55>000  cartons  were  offered 
last  month.    However,  some  that  were  jumble -packed  were  withdrawn 
because  bids  were  too  low.    Golden  Delicious  in  cell-pack  cartons  met 

an  active  demand  at  $6.12  to  ^7.15  Canadian  and  U.S.  hog  prices 

are  expected  to  about  equalize  now  that  Canada  permits  entry  of  our 
pork,  previously  banned  because  of  an  outbreak  of  vesicular  exanthema 

 Australia  set  a  rice-growing  record  last  year,  is  expected  to 

beat  it  this  year  with  2.6  million  cwt  The  U.S.  imported  151-7 

million  pounds  of  tobacco  in  1959 }  mostly  oriental  leaf  for  blending... 
75  percent  of  the  U.K. 's  lard  imports  last  year  came  from  here  
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OF  MIKES  AND  MEN 

Old  hand  Bob  Miller ,  WLW ,  Cincinnati  (of  Everybody's  Farm)  is  looking  for 
an  experienced  farm  "broadcaster  to  "be  his  top  assistant.    Boh  guarantees  an 

interesting  job.    Ask  him  about  the  hours  and  pay  "Doc"Webster  sends 

us  a  pix  of  deep  snows  in  N.Y.  state.  Hov  about  the  rest  of  you  fellows  send- 
ing late  pix  of  yourselves  in  action.  Having  you  on  the  wall  looking  over  our 
shoulder  keeps  us  inspired,  and  Will  Rogers  grinning  at  us  from  the  other  wall 

helps  keep  things  in  proportion  Tom  Eden  lets  us  know  that  the 

Alabama  state  educ.  TV  networks  rural  series  started  its  fifth  year  this  week. 
Tom  does  his  show  on  the  campus  at  Auburn  for  the  three  station  net.  Besides 
farm  stuff,  several  thousand  ^--H'ers  and  FFA  members  use  the  shows  to  keep 

current.    Congrats,  Tom  Glad  to  hear  from  George  Biggar,  WLBK,  DeKalb, 

111.,  that  Mrs.  Biggar  is  recovering  nicely  from  operations  Terek 

Russell,  head  of  the  BBC  office  in  U.Y.  was  down  to  see  us  recently,  says  the 
weekly  "Farm  Life  in  Britain"  series  is  growing  in  popularity  with  US  RFDs. 
On  a  recent  program,  Clyde  Higgs,  British  farmer  who  visited  here  last  fall, 
says  US  bulk  milk  handling  is  more  efficient  than  British  system,  but  that 
their  farms  are  neater,  more  efficient  than  ours.    Steve  Chevely  is  weekly 
moderator. 

SEC  'Y  SUGGESTS  7  POMS  FOR  CO-OPS 

Speaking  this  evening  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Eastern 
States  Farmers  Exchange  at  West  Springfield,  Mass.,  Secretary 
Benson  is  expected  to  suggest  a  seven-point  program  for  co-ops 
in  the  future:     (l)  Provide  more  integrated  services,  (2)  Make 
long-term  plans  for  more  membership  capital,  (3)  Continue  to 
strengthen  management  and  other  personnel,  (k)  Expand  the  use 
of  research,  (5)  Develop  greater  membership  understanding,  (6) 
Get  more  cooperation  among  cooperatives,  and  (7)  Build  better 
public  relations. 

WHITE  HOUSE  CONFERENCE 

More  than  likely  someone  from  your  area  will  attend  the  White  House  Confer- 
ence on  Children  and  Youth  here  for  six  days  starting  March  27.    Attendance  of 
7,000  is  expected  from  all  parts  of  the  country. 

One  of  the  main  topics  of  discussion  will  be  the  problems  of  children  now 
growing  up  in  rural  areas  who  will  not  stay  in  farming. 

The  Committee  for  Rural  Development  Program,  chaired  by  Under  Secretary  of 
Agriculture  True  D.  Morse,  heard  a  report  this  week  from  one  of  its  members, 
Miss  Bertha  S.  Adkins,  Under  Secretary  of  Health,  Education  and  Welfare,  who 
said  one  of  the  challenges  of  the  Conference  is  to  consider  how  children  living 
in  rural  areas  may  be  given  opportunities  for  education,  vocational  training  and 
guidance  comparable  to  those  now  generally  available  to  urban  children.  Among 
the  topics  scheduled  for  discussion  will  be  educational  and  job  counseling  for 
rural  young  people. 

With  all  the  changes  going  on  in  agriculture,  you'll  want  to  check  on  what 
comes  out  of  these  discussions. 

k-E  REPORT  TO  THE  NATION 

Nat'l  ^-H  Club  Week  starts  tomorrow  (Mar.  5)  and  six  outstand- 
ing members  with  their  leaders  will  arrive  to  spend  the  week  reporting 
on  k-li  achievements  to  the  White  House,  the  Congress,  the  Nation. 
Fuller  coverage  will  reach  you  via  other  channels.    The  six  are  from 
West  Virginia,  Michigan,  North  Carolina,  Indiana,  Colorado  and 
Tennessee. 
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ON  THE  NETWORKS  NEXT  WEEK 

"The  Changes  in  Agriculture"  are  in  for  some  close  scrutiny  on  "Agriculture 
USA"  over  stations  coast-to-coast  the  March  12  weekend. 

"The  American  Farmer"  on  ABC ,  Sat.  March  12,  will  include  a  story  on  some 
amazing  new  machines  for  "Handling  and  Grading  Peanuts". 

"The  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour"  over  NBC  will  cover  highlights  of  the 
"Louisiana  State  University  Centennial"  on  March  12. 

All  sorts  of  news  on  "Claude  Mahoney's  Farm  Report"  over  the  Mutual  Network 
at  6:35-6:^5  a.m.  EST. 

3-D  TELEVISION  IN  MEMPHIS 

We  didn't  have  anything  to  do  with  it,  but  it  might  seem  that 
the  dusty  zephyrs  which  hit  Memphis  on  the  same  day  that  Derek  Rooke 
(WMC-TV)  ran  our  film  about  Great  Plains  conservation,  was  a  put  up 
promotion  job.    Derek  says  windows  and  autos  were  left  dirty  with 
itinerant  soil  from  the  plains  which  was  even  a  more  effective  visual 
than  the  aromatic  movies  we've  heard  about. 

YANKEES  HEARD  FROM 


Karin  Kristiansson,  ext.  TV  spec,  at  Univ.  of  Vermont,  tells  how  more  than 
1,000  farmers  enrolled  in  a  dairy  course  on  her  15-min.  daily  TV  show  "Across 
the  Fence"  on  WCAX-TV,  Burlington,  last  month.    Profiting  by  last  year's  exper- 
ience, Karin  concentrates  on  one  subject  but  gets  deeper  into  it. 

Over  at  Cornell,  in  N.Y.  State,  Ext.  Ed.  Bill  Ward  reports  pleasure  with 
farmer  response  to  a  weekly  farm  management  course  on  WNBF-TV,  Binghamton,  where 
more  than  1,U00  are  taking  the  series  of  six  half -hour  lessons.  Farmer-enrollees 
do  their  "lessons"  in  workbooks  developed  for  the  series.    Workbook  entries  are 
based  on  the  farmer's  own  business  records. 

How  about  a  course  in  land  management  for  absentee  landlords? 

NEW  TOPICS  FOR  YOUR  TAPE 

"Lard  in  Tankers  Helps  Boost  Exports" ,  a  report  on  the  success 
of  this  new  shipping  method  by  Jack  Towers.    (No.  1Q30)  TIME:  1:3^ 

"New  Ideas  in  Insect  Control" ....  as  told  by  Vince  Marcley  of 
the  ARS  Info.  Staff.     (No.  2030)    TIME:  1:38 

"Using  Herbicides  Wisely  and  Carefully"  ...  A  few  tips  by 
Justus  C.  Ward,  director  of  pesticide  regulation  work  for  USDA. 
(No.  3Q30)    TIME:  3:0^ 

HOW 'RE  WE  DOIN'? 

Back  when  we  were  operating  in  Oklahoma  and  later  Texas  we  shared  the  view 
of  most  folks  outside  Washington  that  people  who  worked  in  Washington  were  mostly 
out  of  touch — good  folks,  of  course,  but  not  really  up  on  things.    Now  that  we 
are  one  of  the  Washingtonians  we  know  the  chances  are  people  feel  the  same  way 
about  us.    Well,  if  instantaneous  and  costless  travel  were  possible  we  might  do 
better,  but  with  the  nation's  capital  here  on  one  side  of  the  country  we  now  know 
it  ain't  easy.    Maybe,  for  one  thing,  we  are  too  busy  keeping  up  with  weekly 
grinds  (deadlines  and  such)  and  not  being  creative  enough.    Best  thing  we  can 
think  of  in  the  situation  is  for  you  to  keep  us  posted.    If  you  have  a  better 
idea  of  how  we  can  earn  our  keep  here,  say  so.    To  US,  that  is. 

Sincerely, 


Layne  Beaty,  Chief  / 
Radio  &  Television  Service 


RFD  LETTER 


To 

Radio  Farm  Directors 

Frtms.  o"t.  re  ^••rIC(;.  L;t~ 

Radio  and  Television  Service 


Office  of  Information -U.  3.  De^wrrt^rfr  bJS^griCulture 


■»"NT  SERIAL  RECORDS  ' 


Dear  Farm  Broadcaster: 


March  11,  I960 
Letter  No.  915 


That  slight  tremor  you  may  have  felt  was  just  the  old  groundhog  shaking  with 
laughter  at  those  of  us  who  thought  Winter  had  passed  us  up.    But,  in  spite  of 
quadruple  doses  of  late  ice  and  snow  we've  had  lately,  the  weather-wise  assure  us 
Spring  will  come  —  it  always  has.' 

WHAT  FARMERS  PLAN  TO  PLANT  IN  i960 

On  March  18,  the  U.  S.  Crop  Reporting  Board  will  issue  its  Spring 
"Intentions"  report.    What's  more,  the  Board  predicts  it  will  prove 
unusually  interesting.    That  report  will  cover  farmers'  prospective 
plantings  of  the  16  chief  spring- sown  crops  in  this  country.    It  in- 
cludes 75  to  80  percent  of  all  the  crops  our  farmers  grow. 

That  March  Intentions  Report  shows  how  many  acres  farmers  expect  to 
put  in  com,  spring  wheat,  oats,  barley,  flaxseed,  rice,  sorghum,  pota- 
toes, sweet  potatoes,  tobacco,  dry  beans  and  peas,  soybeans,  peanuts, 
sugarbeets,  and  hay  to  be  cut.    The  report  comes  out  early  enough  for 
farmers  to  change  their  plans  if  they  want  to  after  seeing  what  the 
other  fellows  are  planning  to  do.    Your  State  agricultural  statistician 
will  have  copies. 

CATTLE  TOP  RECORD  -  HOGS  DECLINE 

Likely  trends  in  meat  animals  were  outlined  by  AMS  Wednesday.    Economists  of 
the  Service  pointed  out  that  U.  S.  farmers  started  this  year  with  more  cattle,  sheep, 
and  hogs  than  a  year  ago.    Cattle  numbers  ran  more  than  100  million  head  for  the 
first  time  on  record.    The  Service  men  expect  bigger  calf  and  lamb  crops.    But,  they 
say,  farmers  plan  to  have  12  percent  fewer  sows  farrow  spring  pigs  this  year  than 
last.    Cattle  prices  may  trend  slowly  downward  during  the  year.    Sheep  and  lamb 
prices  will  average  about  the  same  as  last  year.    But  hog  prices,  now  down,  will 
average  somewhat  higher  than  last  year,  thanks  to  the  adjustments  farmers  are  making. 


EXTENSION  ON  FARM  STORED  OATS  RESEAL 


Yesterday,  the  Department  authorized  extension  of  farm- stored  price- 
support  loans  on  1958-crop  oats,  now  under  reseal,  for  another  12-month 
period.    The  extension  will  run  from  April  30,  i960  the  maturity  date  for 
these  resealed  loans,  until  April  30,  196l.    However,  the  reseal  extension 
will  be  available  only  in  areas  where  the  Executive  Vice  President  of  the 
Commodity  Credit  Corporation  finds  it  warranted.    The  decision  will  be  based 
on  determinations  by  State  Agri.  Stabilization  and  Conservation  Committees 
(ASC)  that  oats  can  be  safely  stored  for  the  extended  period  and  that  it 
will  be  advantageous  to  producers  and  the  CCC  to  permit  producers  to  obtain 
extended  reseal  loans. 
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1  FRIEM)  OF  FARM  BROADCASTERS  PASSES 

Funeral  services  were  held  here  today  (Friday)  for  Harold  E.  Fellows, 
president  of  the  Nat'l  Ass'n  of  Broadcasters  since  1951.    Hal  was  stricken  at 
his  desk  about  noon  last  Tuesday  and  died  of  heart  failure  a  few  hours  later  at 
George  Washington  University  Hospital.    He  was  60. 

Always  a  friend  and  active  promoter  of  farm  "broadcasting,  Hal  Fellows  was  in 
1956  a  co-originator  of  the  idea  of  Farm  Broadcasting  Day  and  for  two  years  the 
NAB,  under  his  personal  supervision,  undertook  the  preparation  of  FB  Day  infor- 
mation kits  and  mailing,  making  them  available  to  all  stations.    NAB  remains  a 
sponsor,  with  NATRFD  and  the  USDA. 

A  native  of  New  Hampshire,  Hal  was  manager  of  WEEI,  Boston,  when  the  late 
Jesse  Buffum  was  farm  director  there.    In  recent  years,  farm  broadcasters  have 
appeared  on  the  programs  of  many  regional  NAB  conferences  and  have  been  honored 
guests  at  nat'l  conventions. 

Stresses  and  strains  in  the  broadcasting  industry  last  year  and  still  under- 
way arising  from  the  TV  quiz  and  "payola"  hearings,  and  proposals  for  pay- TV 
found  Harold  and  his  staff  increasingly  active.    Among  other  things,  the  NAB- TV 
code  was  revised.    The  big  annual  NAB  convention  comes  up  April  3-7  in  Chicago. 
When  we  saw  Harold  last  about  two  weeks  ago,  he  looked  overworked.    We  share  in 
this  untimely  loss. 

BROILER  CHICK  PLACEMENT  UP 

Two  percent  more  broiler  chicks  were  placed  in  22  important  broiler 
producing  States  in  1959  than  in  1958,  AMS  said  this  week.    This  makes  the 
1,632,818,000  chicks  placed  this  year  an  all-time  record.    Georgia  led 
followed  by  Alabama,  North  Carolina,  Texas,  Mississippi,  Maryland  and 
Delaware  in  that  order.    Twenty- two  States  produced  about  90  percent  of  the 
Nation's  broilers  in  1958.    Broilers  accounted  for  a  gross  income  from 
production  totalling  $821,931,000  in  1959  compared  with  $890,97^000  in  1958. 

EGG  INFO.  UP-TO-DATE  IN  KC 

The  Department  announced  on  Tuesday  that  its  weekly  "Commercial  Egg  Movement 
Report"  worked  up  by  the  Marketing  Economics  Research  Div.  of  AMS  will  henceforth 
be  compiled  each  Tuesday  and  released  from  the  Kansas  City  office  of  the  Dairy 
and  Poultry  Market  News  Branch.    Since  its  inception  two  years  ago,  the  report 
has  come  from  Washington.    The  info,  contained  will  continue  to  be  incorporated 
in  reports  issued  throughout  the  country  by  the  Dairy  &  Poultry  Market  News 
Service,  including  the  "Weekly  Egg  and  Poultry  Review"  from  New  York.    The  report 
is  national  in  scope  and  includes  movements  of  eggs  from  farm  to  commercial 
assemblers.    Some  500  egg  handlers  supply  weekly  info,  for  the  report  on  a  volun- 
tary basis. 

FEDERAL- STATE  INSPECTORS  AUTOMATE  PEANUT  GRADING 

This  week,  in  our  Patio  downstairs,  the  peanut  people  are  showing  how 
peanut  grading  is  going  modern.    State  and  USDA  research  engineers  are 
exhibiting  the  new  equipment  they  have  devised  to  replace  hand  methods  now 
used  in  sampling  and  grading  farmers'  stock  peanuts. 

As  Secretary  Benson  pointed  out  in  opening  the  exhibit,  the  machinery  is 
designed  to  help  peanut  growers,  shellers,  and  the  CCC.    It  provides  for 
larger  samples,  and  faster  and  more  accurate  grading.    The  engineers  estimate 
the  equipment  for  taking  samples,  sorting  the  nuts,  and  grading  them  will 
increase  accuracy  two  and  a  quarter  times  because  the  sample  used  will  be 
five  times  as  big,  as  samples  new  used  in  the  slower  less  representative  hand 
grading . 


OF  MIKES  AND  MEN 
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The  attraction  that  the  travel  business  seems  to  have  for  farm  broadcasters 
may  be  a  natural  thing,,  considering  the  endemic  curiosity  they  all  have  (including 
curiosity  about  money).    Fred  Milnes,  ass't  to  Wally  Erickson  at  KFRE,  Fresno,  has 
opened  a  travel  agency  in  Fresno ,  but  will  still  work  part-time  with  Wally  and 
will  remain  active  in  NATRFD.    "Doc"  Ruhmann,  erstwhile  WBAP,  Fort  Worth,,  farm  man, 
is  dabbling  in  the  travel  business  in  Houston  now  in  addition  to  other  activities, 

as  is  Don  Lerch  (ex  farm  bdcstr)  here  in  Washington  Latest  microphone  mural 

on  our  wall  is  the  grinning  likeness  of  Steve  Chevely  behind  one  of  those  BBC  mikes 

as  big  as  Grandma's  biscuits.    Glad  to  have  you  aboard,  old  bean   George 

Stephens,  KCMO,  Kansas  City,  received  the  "Man  of  the  Year  Award  for  1959"  at  the 
KC  Livestock  Booster's  Club  meeting  recently.    The  plaque  cites  "his  outstanding 
meritorious  service  to  the  livestock  industry  of  KC."    Geo.  was  pres.  of  the  club 
last  year  

Native  Britisher  John  Stordy,  radio- TV  man  for  the  FAO  in  Rome,  will 
make  his  first  visit  to  the  U.  S.  in  May  to  see  if  what  he's  heard  about  us 

is  true  Bachelor  Carl  Meyerdirk  (KVOO,  Tulsa)  has  purchased  and 

furnished  a  home  for  himself,  the  better,  possibly,  to  handle  extra  duties 

as  sec'y-treas.  of  NATRFD.    Trust  you  have  a  garden,  etc.,  Carl   Bruce 

Davies,  (KFAB,  Cmaha)  in  his  capacity  as  chairman  of  NATRFD ' s  Professional 
Imp.  Comm.  reports  KSOO,  Sioux  Falls,  S.  D.,  is  looking  for  a  radio- TV 
farm  director  for  immediate  employment.    Send  background  and  tape  to  George 

Loftesness,  prog.  dir.  KSOO  Congrats  to  old  Bluegrass  farmer  Jack  M. 

Crowner,  WAVE  and  WAVE- TV,  Louisville,  for  winning  first  place  in  this  . 
year's  Cooperative  Info.  Serv.  fair  with  his  radio  show  "Farm  Service  Hour." 
The  contest  was  a  part  of  the  Nat'l  Council  of  Farmer  Coops  meeting  in 
Atlanta.    During  the  FFA  week,  Jack  played  host  to  five  Dist.  FFA  groups  at 
the  WAVE  Farm. 

Personal  note  to  Mai  Hansen,  ex- WOW,  Cmaha  farm  man:    Bet  you  thought  we  had 
forgotten  that  you're  in  the  travel  business,  too,  didn't  you?    Wonder  which  one 
of  the  brethren  will  go  interplanetary  first?    ....Martin  "Andy"  Andrews,  one-time 
producer  of  the  weekly  "Farm  Newsreel"  has  joined  Winik  Films  Corp.  in  N.  Y., 
expects  to  travel  abroad  considerably  this  year  working  on  scripts. .. .John  Douglass, 
back  in  Sydney,  writes  that  "the  great  miracle  that  will  make  farm  bdcstg  effective 
in  Asia    is  the  transistor."    He  contacted  bdcstrs  in  Burma,  Thailand,  the  Phili- 
ppines, Hong  Kong,  Malaya  and  Singapore  en  route  home  from  the  British  Commonwealth 
Bdcstg.  meet  in  New  Delhi.    Says  he  got  a  large  kick  out  of  seeing  Maynard  Speece's 
(WCCO,  Minneapolis)  large  photo  in  the  U.  S.  exhibition  at  the  World  Agri.  Fair 
there.    If  you  want  to  know  how  hot  John  says  it  is  in  Sydney  now,  ask  him. 

STUDIES  TO  IMPROVE  WOOL  MARKETING 

With  an  eye  to  helping  our  wool  compete  with  other  fibers,  natural  and 
manmade  (some  of  it  imported),  our  Agri.  Mktg.  Service  has  made  a  study  of 
improved  preparation  of  wool  for  market  and  some  other  techniques  in  effi- 
cient wool  marketing. 

The  study  covered  the  wool  warehousing  industry  in  central  and  eastern 
States  where  the  facilities  and  equipment  of  many  of  the  warehouses  studied 
leave  much  to  be  desired,  the  researchers  found.    Their  analysis  is  intended 
to  provide  a  basis  for  determining  what  improvements  are  economically 
feasible.    Their  report  is  a  companion  to  a  previous  one  on  wool  warehousing 
in  the  11  western  States,  issued  by  the  New  Mexico  Ag.  Exp.  Sta. 
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BUYING  AND  SELLING 

The  Department  bought  179*850  pounds  of  dried  whole  egg  solids  and  3,432,000 
pounds  of  lard  Thursday  which  will  "be  distributed  domestically  to  needy  people  and 
eligible  institutions.    On  Wednesday,  the  USDA  issued  a  purchase  authorization  to 
Peru  for  $2.6  million  worth  of  milled  rice  from  U.  S.  suppliers — to  Nationalist 
China  for  $5,200,000  worth  of  wheat  or  flour  from  U.  S.  suppliers — and  to  Turkey 
for  $2,270,000  worth  of  wheat.    All  of  these  purchases  will  be  with  foreign 
currency  under  Title  1,  of  Public  Law  k80. 

MORE  PEAS  AND  TOMATOES 

Yesterday,  the  Agri.  Marketing  Service  reported  five  percent  more  green 
peas  planting  expected  this  year  for  processing,  about  the  same  acreage  of 
tomatoes  and  about  five  percent  more  spinach  acreage.    Except  for  spinach, 
these  expected  plantings  will  be  sharply  under  average  the  past  ten  years . . . 
Bad  weather  discouraged  field  work  in  more  areas  than  usual  in  late  Feb. 
resulting  in  a  record  low  national  total  of  5«3  million  farm  workers  on  the 
job  February  21-27*    It's  6  percent  below  that  week  last  year  and  11  percent 
below  average  since  1955* 

TV  FEATURES  III  THE  MAIL 

Research  Roundup  (l)  Dieting  Swine  Dine  Fine. . . .with  proof  that  it  doesn't 

pay  to  let  a  pig  make  a  "pig"  of  himself;  (2)  Seed  Vacuum  Machine.... A  heavy  duty 
sweeper  to  salvage  fallen  seed  during  harvesting;  (3)  Kitchens  That  Save  Your 
Breath ....  showing  special  device  to  analyze  air  and  determine  calories  used  during 
kitchen  work;  (h)  Car  Wash  Overseas ....  shows  how  travelers  returning  from  abroad 
can  save  time  by  having  their  cars  washed  overseas. 

Farm  Packages  (l)  Peanut  Grading  Machinery  llpics  showing  mechaniza- 
tion of  peanut  grading;  (2)  Livestock  Market  News  in  Action.... in  commemoration  of 
the  45th  anniversary  of  USDA  market  reporting.    Ik  stills. 

NEW  IN  OUR  TAPE  LIBRARY 

"Exports  Help  Cut  Wheat  Surplus,"  Jack  Towers  reports  on  the  total 
amount  of  wheat  exported  under  Public  Law  hQO.     (No.  4Q30)    TIME:  1:12 

"Plans  for  REA's  Silver  Anniversary,"  Jack  Towers  talks  with  Bill 
Spivey,  head  of  REA  information,  about  plans  for  observance  starting 
May  11.    (No.  5030)    TIME:  3:02 

ON  THE  NETS  NEXT  WEEK 

"Agriculture  USA"  will  feature  a  look  at  "Market  Testing  a  New  Product"  over 
stations  coast-to-coast  during  the  March  19  weekend. 

"The  American  Farmer"  on  ABC  Sat.  March  19,  will  have  a  story  on  "What  it 
Takes  to  Keep  Agriculture  Going. " 

"The  National  Farm  &  Home  Hour"  over  NBC  Sat.  March  19,  will  highlight  a 
cross-country  roundup  of  "New  Farming  Practices. " 

"Claude  Mahoney's  Farm  Report"  " on  the  Mutual  Network  is  now  on  a  regular 
schedule  of  6:35  to  6:*t-5  a.m.  EST. 


Sincerely, 


Layne  Beaty,  Chief  f 
Radio  &  Television  Service 


RFD 


U.S.  DEPT.  OF  AGRICULTURE 

p.  P  ML Y 


Radio  Farm  Directors 


From 


Radio  ond  Television  Service 

Office  of  Information -U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture 


Dear  Farm  Broadcaster: 


March  18,  i960 
Letter  No.  916 


This  week  the  Dep't  proposed  lover  rates  for  storing  price-support  grain, 
announced  cotton  export  programs  for  the  coming  marketing  year,  and  reported  success 

of  the  new  testing  method  to  help  range  cattle  men  fight  brucellosis  Now  here 

are  farmers'  prospective  crop  plantings  for  1960.'  —  released  this  afternoon  by  the 
Crop  Reporting  Board. 

PLANTINGS  LITTLE  LESS  THAN  LAST  YEAR 

As  summarized  by  tne  Board,  crop  plantings  for  harvest  this  year  seem 
likely  to  fall  only  slightly  below  last  year.    Feed  grain  acreage  expected  is 
little  smaller;  about  the  same  size  for  corn  and  sorghums,  but  less  oats  and 
barley  than  last  year.    Food  grain  acreage:  a  little  less  land  in  spring  wheat, 
but  about  the  same  acreage  of  winter  wheat  and  rice.    Soybean  plantings  likely 
to  rise  near  record  of  '58.    Acreage  cut  for  hay  may  prove  lowest  in  over 
20  years. 

Farmers  reported  plans  for  16  main  crops.    The  board  figures  the  total 
acreage  of  crops  planted  or  grown  in  '60  now  looks  to  be  about  337  million 
acres,  less  than  1  million  below  '59-    As  spring  planting  has  not  even  started 
in  many  sections,  estimates  of  production  are  not  attempted  this  early.  Later 
reports  will  show  the  progress  of  crops  as  planting  and  growing  season  unfolds. 


MEETING  TO  DISCUSS  GRAIN  STORAGE 


For  several  weeks  the  warehouse  industry  and  USDA  representatives  have  discuss- 
ed possible  changes,  based  on  studies  under  way  for  more  than  a  year.  Wednesday 
CCC  announced  proposed  downward  revision  of  the  storage  rates  of  the  price-support 
grain  under  the  Uniform  Grain  Storage  Agreement.    The  rates  were  discussed  in  a 
series  of  conferences  with  the  warehouse  industry. 

On  March  30  at  the  Continental  Hotel  in  Kansas  City,  the  proposals  will  be 
discussed  further.    They  will  be  explained  in  detail.     Changes  would"  become  effec- 
tive in  mid-60,  as  would  the  proposed  rate  revisions. 


TERMS  OF  COTTON  EXPORTS  BEING  DEVELOPED 


Payment- in-kind  cotton  export  program,  in  effect  since  the  58-59  marketing 
year,  will  continue  for  year  which  begins  next  Aug.  1.    The  initial  rate  of 
pay  will  be  6  cents  a  pound,  compared  with  the  current  rate  of  6' cents  a  pound. 
USDA  also  will  carry  out  a  cotton  products  export  program.    The  lower  level  of 
price  support  for  next  year  and  lower  payment  rate  are  expected  go  make  U.S. 
cotton  available  in  world  markets  at  prices  near  those  of  this  yaar. 
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MEAT  HYGIENE  CENTER  OPENS  IN  APRIL 

USDA  will  open  a  Meat  Hygiene  Training  Center  in  Chicago  April  ,  to  speed- 
up and  systematize  the  training  of  Federal  neat  inspectors.    The  first  class 
will  have  12  students  and  run  two  weeks  with  courses  in  meat  hygiene  for 
veterinarians.    Later  courses  for  vets  and  meat  inspectors  will  include  in- 
struction in  meat  technology.    Last  year,  Federal  meat  inspection    was  conducted 
in  1,33**-  meat-packing  establishments  in  5k6  cities  and  towns.    USDA  vets  passed 
on  the  health  of  nearly  100  million  meat  animals,  condemning  those  unfit  for 
human  food. 

BIG  SUGAR  SUPPLIES  PUSHED  DOWN  PRICES 

The  AMS  Outlook  and  Situation  Board  yesterday  reported  on  the 
sugar  situation.    Board  economists  noted  that  large  supplies  of 
sugar  and  a  general  lack  of  buying  interest  in  the  face  of  big 
offerings  by  Cuba  pushed  world  sugar  prices  last  year  to  the  low- 
est since  World  War  II. 

They  figured  that  the  Cuban  land  reform  and  other  actions  to 
discourage  foreign  investment  in  Cuba  may  affect  sugar  production  in 
Cuba  adversely  in  the  longer  run.    But  for  the  next  year  or  so 
enough  sugar  will  probably  be  produced  to  meet  Cuba's  domestic  and 
export  needs.    Anyway,  large  supplies  of  sugar  are  available  in 
other  countries  to  supplement  Cuba's  supplies. 

They  also  noted  acreage  allotments  for  i960  c.xops  have  been 
eliminated  for  mainland  U.S.  sugarcane  growers  and  increased  for 
sugar  beet  growers. 

APRIL  SHOWERS  MEETINGS 

The  last  half  of  April  will  be  busy  times  for  the  Nat'l  Ass'n  of  Tele- 
vision and  Radio  Farm  Directors,  and  the  Amer.  Ass'n  of  Ag.  Col  feds. 

In  addition  to  those  activities  already  mentioned,  John  McDonald,  v. p.  for 
the  combined  mid-south  and  west  south  central  regions  of  NATRFD  announces 
April  22,  23  and  2h  dates  for  a  meeting  at  Hot  Springs,  Ark.    Hugh  Ferguson, 
WCAU,  Phila.,NE  v. p.  speaks  happily  of  the  joint  sessions  his  region  will  have 
with  the  NE  AAACE  group  in  the  City  of  Brotherly  Love  April  2k,  25  and  26. 
Actually  Hugh  figures  the  RFDs  can  check  in  Sat.  afternoon  the  23rd  for  some 
private  sessions  before  joining  the  AAACE  clan  for  professional  and  cultural 
studies  on  Sunday  and  Monday. 

Hugh  expects  good  attendance,  reminding  us  that  the  Liberty  Bell  is  still 
there.    He  sends  along  late  pix  of  himself  with  two  governors  (separate  pix)- 
Lawrence  of  Penn.,  and  Meyner  of  N.J.    In  the  latter  tintype  also  appears  the 
familiar  toothpaste  grin  of  N.J.Sec'y  of  Agri  Phil  Alampi,  one-time  farm 
broadcaster  and  ex-pres  of  NATRFD. 

LAYING  FLOCKS  HEADED  TOWARD  DECLINE 

As  i960  progresses,  the  U.S.  laying  flock,  which  on  March  1 
was  3  percent  smaller  than  a  year  ago,  will  decline  further.    So  says 
USDA's  Poultry  Outlook  Board.    Egg  laying  will  stay  down  and  soon  egg 
supplies  will  go  down  seasonally.    Farmers  seem  likely  to  average  notice- 
ably higher  prices  for  eggs  the  last  half  of  '60  than  they  did  the  last 
half  of  '59.    Recent  snow  storms  sent  egg  prices  up  sharply,  but  the 
economists  doubt  they  hold  at  storm  level  in  the  next  six  or  eight  weeks . 
The  number  of  chickens  raised  this  year  is  practically  certain  to  run 
below  last  year,  when  numbers  were  the  fewest  since  records  begun  in  1909» 
But  increases  in  the  rate  of  lay  per  bird  nay  keep  egg  production  down  as 
much  the  last  half  of  the  year  as  predicted  for  the  laying  flock. 
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U.S.  MODEL  FARM  SHOWIT  NEAR  JULIE1  [  BALCONY 

This  week  at  the  62nd  International  Trade  Fair  at  Verona,,  Italy,  USDA  is 
showing  how  U.S.  feeds  and  dairy  cattle  can  help  develop  Italian  livestock  pro- 
duction.   The  U.S.  exhibit  puts  emphasis  on  how  U.S.  grain  sorghums,  corn,  and 
soybean  meal  aid  US.  dairy  cattle  breeding  stock. 

The  display  shows  a  600-square  model  U.S. farm  with  offspring  of  U.S.  breed- 
ing stock.  A  modern  open  stall  milking  parlor  has  attracted  much  attention  this 
week. 

NEW  RACE  SUICIDE  PLOTTED  FOR  FLIES 

By  chemical  sterilization,  USDA  scientists  are  trying  to  make 
house  flies  and  fruit  flies  kill  off  their  own  kind.    The  first 
laboratory  trials  of  this  one  of  three  ways  to  achieve  insect  control 
through  self-destruction  now  under  way.    These  tests  are  expected  to 
provide  basic  information  on  the  possibilities. 

AGRICULTURE  RESEARCHED  OUT  OF  FORMER  MARKETS 

Secretary  Benson  told  "the  ..  Chemurgic  --Council".  .     here  yesterday  that  U.S. 
farmers'  productivity  is  growing  twice  as  fast  as  that  of  industrial  workers; 
but  agriculture  has  actually  been  researched  out  of  many  of  its  former  markets. 
The  Secretary  pointed  out  that  in  the  past  kO  years  synthetic  industrial  pro- 
ducts made  from  irreplaceable  minerals  have  taken  the  place  of  natural,  renew- 
able, agricultural  products. 

He  said  that  20  years  ago  more  than  80  percent  of  fiber  used  in  our  clothes, 
homes,  etc.,  came  from  cotton.    Today  only  65  percent.    Detergents  made  from 
crude  oil  have  displaced  more  than  half  the  farm  fats  and  oils  that  used  to  go 
into  soap.    Plastics  have  replaced  leather,  etc.,  etc. 

The  Sec'y  expressed  confidence  that  agriculture  can  regain  many  old  markets 
and  develop  new  markets  through  research  on  new  uses  for  farm  products,  and  he 
cited  some  of  the  progress  already  made  along  this  line. 

HOG  PRICE  GUESSES  TO  WIN  STOCK 

Paul  Vogel,  WEW,  St.  Louis,  reports  his  farm  department  is  promoting 
interest  in  top  hog  production  in  78  Missouri  and  Illinois  counties.  He's 
doing  it  with  a  contest  to  guess  the  top  price  of  hogs  in  April  at  the  St. 
Louis  National  Stock  Yards.    Winning  guesser  will  get  a  bred  gilt  of  a  breed 
of  his  own  selection  

Calvin  Pigg,  WBAP,  Ft.  Worth,  is  urging  farmers  to  plant  thermometers. 
He  recruited  six  farmers  to  act  as  soil  temperature  reporters  to  cover  the 
250-mile  long  Texas  Blacklands,  and  this  week  started  a  Soil  Temperature 
Reporting  Service.    Each  farmer-reporter  checks  the  temperature  of  his  own 
soil  at  planting  depth  and  reports  daily  to  Calvin,  who  broadcasts  the 
temperatures  on  his  morning  Farm  News  Roundup.    Listeners  are  urged  to  use 
the  temperature  of  their  nearest  reporter  as  their  planting  guide. 

SPRING  SOWS  DOWN  IN  CORN  BELT 

Spring  sows  farrowed  and  intended  to  farrow  this  spring  in  Ohio,  Ind.,  111., 
Wis.,  Minn.,  Iowa,  Mo. , S.D. ,Neb . ,  and  Kans.,  are  13  percent  fewer  than  last 
Spring.    Farrowings  in  all  10  States  are  down,  ranging  from  7  percent  in  Ohio 
and  Missouri  to  28  percent  in  S.D.    The  ten  States  in  this  report  accounted  for 
73  percent  of  the  U.S.  pig  crop  last  year. 


REYNOLDS  BACK  FROM  N.  AFRICA 

Dana  Reynolds,  for  many  years  a  prolific  outputter  in  this  office,  returned 
this  week  from  two  years  in  Libya  where  he  was  deputy  chief  of  food  and  agriculture 
for  the  U.S.  Operations  Mission,  ICA.    Aside  from  looking  a  little  sand-blasted 
this  youthful  grandfather  seems  as  fit  as  ever.     On  "home  leave"  he  and  his  family 
will  spend  some  time  with  grandchildren  in  the  midwest  then  stick  around  Washington 
for  the  next  two  months  before  going  overseas  again.     He  proved  that  radio  is  an 
effective  info,  medium  in  Libya    as  elsewhere. 

From  1950  to  1958,  Dana  was  head  of  the.  Agri.  Institutions  branch  of  ICA's 
food  and  ag.  division  in  Washington  headquarters  during  which  time  he  did  much  to 
stimulate  farm  broadcasting  in  countries  served  by  ICA.  and  recruited  many  U.S.  ag. 
info  specialists  for  work  abroad.    Welcome  home,  Dana..... New  regional  farm  radio 
service  at  Darwin,  in  northern  Australia,  is  run  by  David  Kidd,  an  ex-cowhand  who 
is  counted  on  to  keep  the  upper  hand  with  local  crocodiles,  according  to  John 
Douglass. 

NEC  BROADCASTS  OF  USDA  TOPICS 

"Jfew  Produce  Market  Proposed  for  New  York  City"  -  with  Wm.  C.  Crow, 
director  of  Transportation  and  Facilities  Research  Division,  AMS,  telling  about 
the  plans.    On  widely  heard  stations  from  coast-to-coast  during  March  26  week- 
end, in ■ "Agriculture  USA"  program. 

"Precision  Farming"  will  be  featured  on  the  "National  Farm  and  Home  Hour" 
over  NBC  on  Sat.  March  26. 

"Poultry  Production  Trends  This  Year"  as  traced  by  AMS  Poultry  Economist 
Ed  Karpoff ,  in  "The  American  Farmer"  program  over  ABC,  Sat.  March  26. 

"Claude  Mahoney's  Farm  Report"  will  be  heard  as  usual  6:35  to  6:^5  a.m. 
EST,  over  the  Mutual  Net. 

DON'T  FORGET  THOSE  FRESNO  DATES 

NATRFD  Prexy    Wally  Erickson,  KFRE,  Fresno,  has  appointed  Jim  Miller  of  the 
KFRE  staff  co-chairman  of  the  summer  convention  committee  to  work  with  Fred  Milnes, 
who  is  devoting  part  time  now  to  outside  interests.    Remember  those  dates: 
June  23,2k,  and  25.    Keep  'em  fresh." 

LATEST  ADDITIONS  FOR  YOUR  TAPE 

"Feed  Grain  Use  and  Exports  Increase"  -  (No.  6030)  -  AMS  Feed  Economist 
Mai  Clough  makes  the  comments  TIME:  2:12 

"Read  the  Label  -  Key  to  Proper  Chemical  Use"  -  (No.  1A30)  -  Dr.  Byron 
Shaw,  Adm'r  of  ARS,  stresses  the  importance  of  using  ag.  chemicals  according 
to  the  directions/  TIME:  1:51 

"The  Case  for  Drying  Your  '59  Crop  Corn"  -  (No.  7Q30)  -  Discussed  by 
Dan  Teare,  REA  pioneer  in  rural  electrification.  TIME:  2:50 

"Cattle  and  Hog  Prospects"  -  (No.  8Q30)  -  AMS  Livestock  Economist  Earl 
Miller  tells  RSJIV  Jack  Towers  what  they  are.  TIME:  2:12 

Sincerely, 


RFO  LETTE 

To 

Radio  Farm  Directors 


From 

Radio  ond  Television  Service 

U.S.  D:DT.  OF  /"^CULTURE  i 

Office  of  Information  -  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 

APR  2  7  1361 

CURRENT  SERIAL  RECORDS 


Dear  Farm  Broadcaster: 


March  25,  i960 
Letter  No.  917 


This  week  ahead  is  a  sort  of  special  one  "with  our  Market  News  Service,    March  27 
marks  the  h^th  anniversary  of  the  start  of  that  service  -  with  a  strawberry  report 
fron  Hammond,  La. ,  March  27 ,  1915*    Now  our  AMS  reports  on  more  than  100  farm  pro- 
ducts, including  livestock,  meat,  wool,  poultry,  eggs,  dairy  products,  cotton, 

tobacco,  naval  stores,  grain,  and  many  fruits  and  vegetables  prices,  supplies, 

demand,  and  movement. 

The  reports  are  based  on  USDA  standard  grades,  which  make  possible  comparisons 
between  markets.    The  Department  lias  reporters  in  170  field  offices.    By  interview- 
ing buyers  and  sellers,  they  gather  information  in  important  producing  areas  and 
marketing  centers.    Many  of  you,  radio,  tv. ,  newspaper,  magazine,  and  wire  service 
people  help  spread  that  market  news  fast  to  farmers,  processors,  distributors,  and 
others j  so  March  27  is  your  anniversary  too. .. .especially  you  livestock  reporters. 

Just  this  month,  The  Agriculture  Situation  announced  a  handy  little  leaflet 
available  on  the  livestock  market  news.  If  you  want  a  free  copy,  drop  a  card  to 
Marketing  Information  Division,  AMS;  USDA,  Washington  25,  D.C. 

COTTON  CARRYOVER  GOING  DOWN 

Today  the  U.S.  Crop  Reporting  Board  issued  its  March  analysis  of  the 
Cotton  Situation.     It  shows  use  of  cotton  per  person  in  this  country  increased 
last  year  over  the  year  before  for  the  first  time  since  '  55»    That  move  up 
interrupted  the  steady  decline  in  per  capita  use  that  has  been  going  on  since 
the  end  of  World  War  II. 

The  Board  predicts  the  carryover  of  cotton  next  Aug.  1  will  be  down  about 
8.1  million  bales,  giving  the  U.S.  the  smallest  cotton  carryover  since  '53. 
The  high  level  of  mill  use  in  this  country  and  the  sharp  increase  i"  exports 
are  credited  with  enabling  us  to  work  down  the  carryover .  which  we  '»er^rwgb j;e  trujo 
in  spite  of  a  sharp  increase  in  cotton  production.    Disapi^earance  tnis  marKex- 
ing  year  is  expected  to  run  about  15g  million  bales. 

U.S.  OPENS  FIRST  FLOWER  EXHIBIT  ABROAD 

The  International  Horticultural  Exhibition  opened  today  at  Rotterdam,  Nether- 
lands.   This  past  Monday,  Sec'y  Benson  and  Netherlands  Ambassador  Dr.  J.  H.  van 
Roijen  held  a  joint  news  conference  to  tell  about  U.S.  participation  in  the  Hort. 
show  which  the  Dutch  call  "Floriade",  and  which  runs  for  the  next  six  months,  or  to 
Sept.,  25.,  with  five  million  people  expected  to  attend. 

The  U.S.  display,  which  represents  the  first  time  this  country  has  shown  its 
horticultural  accomplishments  abroad,  will  cover  3"§"  acres  of  the  100-acre  show.  It 
is  jointly  sponsored  by  USDA's  FAS  and  the  American  Horticultural  Council. 
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REA  FILMS  STORY  FOR  25T-H  BIRTHDAY 


REA  will  have  a  limited  number  of  loan  prints  of  its  27-§  minute  color  film  THE 
REA  STORY  available  for  celebration  of  its  Silver  Anniversary  on  May  11.  Several 
rural  electric  co-ops  have  arranged  for  showings  on  local  television  stations  and 
co-op  meetings.    The  film  gives  the  highlights  of  the  past  quarter- century  of  rural 
electrification.    Order  loan  prints  through  REA's  Information  Services  Div. ,  or 
directly  from  USDA's  Motion  Picture  Service. 

ENTERPRISE  -  LOCAL  AND  VOCAL 

Bruce  Frazier,  KBST,  Big  Spring,  Toxas,  who  read  the  poem  "My  Get-up  and 
Go  Has  Got-up  and  Went"  on  his  Farm  Bureau  Roundup,  received  158  requests  from 
people  in  93  towns  who  wanted  a  copy. 

Henry  Schacht,  KGO;  San  Francisco,  whose  noon  farm  news  is  now  sponsored 
by  a  utility  company  is  also  in  the  travel  business  including  "wholesaleing 
travel.     He  works  with  travel  agents  all  over. 

Last  week  two  state  livestock  groups  asked  Jack  Kreck,  WDAF,  Kansas  City, 
to  decide  after  he  got  the  week's  long  range  weather  forecast,  whether  to  hold 
their  state  shows  and  sales,  and  announce  his  decision  on  the  air  so  all  members 
would  know.    Making  such  a  decision,  after  a  state  group  hires  auctioneers, 
spends  ad.  money,  has  vets  blood  test  and  issue  health  certificates,  etc.,  is 
quite  a  challenge.    But  Jack  says  it  demonstrates  another  area  of  service  they 
render . 

Wally  Bazyn,  WJAG,  Norfolk,.  Neb.  ,  reports  that  every  day  this  National  Egg 
Month  they  are  carrying  7  announcements  per  day  -  217  in  all  -  promoting  more 
use  of  eggs,  highlighting  the  nutritional  value  of  eggs,  and  the  many  uses  for 
eggs  in  cooking.    The  promotion  is  co-sponsored  by  ik  businesses,  with  each 
sponsor  getting  one  sponsorship  credit  a  day  on  the  air. 

Norman  Engle,  Ass't  Ed.,  Little  Rock,  Ark.,  is  now  handling  Radio-TV  suc- 
ceeding Bill  Rogers  who  moved  over  to  News. 

EARLY  DELIVERY  OF  STORED  OATS  PERMITTED 

USDA  has  announced  that  farmers  will  be  permitted  to  deliver  '58-crop  farm- 
stored  oats  now  under  reseal  support  loans  before  April  30,  the  loan  maturity  date. 
The  early  delivery  will  make  for  a  more  orderly  movement  in  the  takeover.    At  the 
same  time,  with  oats  supply- demand  conditions  now  favorable,  it  gives  CCC  a  chance 
to  dispose  of  price- support  stocks  of  oats. 

Even  though  the  resealed  oats  are  delivered  prior  to  loan  maturity,  farmers  will 
3et  the  full  storage  payment  of  12  cents  a  bushel  for  the  year's  reseal  period. 

■JEST -NORTH  CENTRAL  REGION  MEETING  APRIL  8 


Bruce  Davies,  KFAB,  Omaha,  writes  that  the  NATRFD  west-north  central  region  will 
have  its  meeting  in  Lincoln,  Nebr. ,  Friday,  April  8,  V.P.  Bruce  says  registra- 
tion will  start  at  the  Cornhusker  Hotel  at  8  a.m.    You'll  have  to  get  your  own 
breakfast  (how's  your  camp  stove  working?)  but  there'll  be  a  luncheon  at  the 
Univ.  of  Neb.,  and  an  evening  meal  (sponsored)  at  the  hotel. 

Bruce  suggests  you  make  your  own  room  reservations  right  now  with  James 
Rodney,  Cornhusker  Hotel  resident  manager.    George  Round,  ext.  ed.  at  the  Univ. 
and  his  staff  have  set  up  recording  and  filming  arrangements. 
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COMMUNITY  PULSE  BROADCAST  IN  MAY 

"Radio  — Heart  Beat  of  Main  Street"  will  be  the  theme  of  National  Radio  Month 
this  May.     John  F.  Meagher,  NAB  v. p.  for  radio,  has  announced  the  Month  will  empha- 
size that  radio  stations  are  the  focal  points  of  the  communities  they  serve.  All 
NAB  radio  members  vill  get  a  kit  of  spot  announcements,  speech  texts,  mats,  program 
and  promotion  ideas,  fact  sheet  and  sample  proclamations,  plus  a  special  disk  of 

jingles  NAB's  board  of  directors  has  named  Everett  E.  Revercomb,  NAB 

sec :y-treas. ,  to  serve  as  acting  adm'r  of  the  Ass'n  pending  the  naming  of  a  successor 
to  Harold  Fellows,  the  salaried,  f nil- time  NAB  pres.,  who  died  suddenly  March  8. 

HELP  STEADY  PAYING  CATTLE  BUSINESS 

At  Austin  last  Tuesday,  Secretary  Benson  warned  the  Texas  and  Southwestern 
Cattle  Raisers  convention  that,  unless  cattlemen  taper  off  the  increases  in 
cattle  herds,  they're  likely  to  run  into  sharp  marketing  difficulties.  What's 
more,  he  said,  with  cattle  numbers  where  they  are  now;  a  severe  drouth  could 
hit  the  cattle  business  an  especially  heavy  blow. 

The  Sec'y  pointed  out  that  at  the  beginning  of  'k-S  we  had  about  77  million 
head  of  cattle  on  farms.    At  the  start  of  this  year,  we  had  more  than  100  mil- 
lion head  for  the  first  time.    He  estimated  our  growing  population  can  easily 
stand  an  increase  of  2  million  head  of  cattle  a  year.    But  during  the  past  two 
years  we've  added  more  than  8  million  head. 

Many  experts  think  we  don't  yet  have  too  many  cattle.    The  Sec'y  cautioned, 
however,  that  cattlemen  cannot  continue  to  build  up  inventories  as  fast  as  they 
have  the  past  two  years  without  putting  their  economic  future  in  jeopardy. 

He  recommended:     "Keep  expansion  the  next  two  or  three  years  moderate,  gcr  on 
vigorously  building  markets,  and  the  price  and  income  situation  can  continue 
favorable . " 

NEW  ELECTRONIC  DEVICE  TO  MEASURE  WOOL 

This  spring  the  Denver  Wool  Laboratory  of  USDA's  Livestock  Division  will  give 
the  new  device  to  measure  staple  length  of  grease  wool  a  full  scale  try-out  in  the 
field.    According  to  the  AMS  researchers  who  developed  it,  that  instrument  handles 
belt-fed  staples,  accurately  measures  the  length  of  the  wool,  and  prints  the  results 
on  standard  adding  machine  tape  electronically.    The  AMS  marketeers  consider  it 
another  step  forward  in  wool  marketing;  calculated  to  benefit  farmers,  marketers, 
and  consumers. 

MILLION  ACRES  ADDED  TO  COTTON  ALLOTMENTS 

Preliminary  reports  from  the  cotton  program  signup  show  enough  farmers 
chose  the  alternate  Choice  (B)  program  to  up  the  original  allotment  total  from 
16,310,000  acres  to  17,502,8^3  acres.    Under  this  Choice  the  (B)  Choosers 
elected  to  take  kO  per  cent  larger  allotments  at  60  per  cent  of  parity  price 
support  rather  than  the  regular  smaller  allotments  offered  under  Plan  (a)  at 
75  per  cent  parity. 

USDA  will  issue  a  final  report  on  the  signup  during  the  week  of  April  11. 
It  is  expected  to  show  only  minor  changes  from  the  preliminary  figures. . .Norfolk 
Neb. ,  recently  made  Mike  Nelson,  WJAG,  an  Honorary  Chapter  Farmer  for  helping 
promote  cornpicker  safety  last  fall.     Bless  your  old  cornpickin'  heart,  Mike. 
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OF  MIKES  AND  MEN  -- 


Latest  of  the  "bosses"  to  send  in  a  picture  for  our  vail  is  Jack  Kreck;  KDAF, 
Kansas  City.    He  now  eyes  us  benignly  from  behind  the  microphone  along  vith  other 
"vail  flovers". 

The  latter-day  murals  include  shades  of  Wilbur  Levering  and  Charley  Ross  appear- 
ing very  busy  at  Topeka  in  front  of  WIBW-TV's  cameras.    There  is  also  Max  Lindsey  of 
KVOO,  Tulsa,  shown  in  a  happy  role  dishing  up  hamburgers  at  an  outdoor  blast  of  some 
Sooner  variety.    There  is  a  nev  likeness  of  Bob  Miller,  WLW,  Cincinnati,  dressed  for 
a  day's  vork  around  the  farm,  or  maybe  ,just  to  have  his  picture  taken. 

We  have  a  nev  shot  of  Norm  Kraeft  in  action  at  a  WGN,  Chicago,  mike,  and  one  we 
took  of  Russell  Pierson,  WKY,  Okla.  City,  vith  Under  Secretary  Morse,  here  a  fev 
weeks  back.    Possibly  the  most  interesting  of  all  late-posted  visuals  is  the  one  of 
Lon  Watson  (Nev  England  Homestead),  Ma.ynard  Speece,  WCCO;  Minneapolis,  and  Claude 
Mahoney,  MBS,  Washington,  standing  in  the  center  of  Red  Square,  Moscov,  last  fall 
camera- festooned  and  looking  like  they  had  just  got  .  .    off  the  bus  from  Novosibirsk. 

YOUTH  SWINGINC  OVER  NETS  NEXT  WEEK 

"A  Discussion  on  Rural  Youth"  will  feature  the  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour 
coverage  of  the  White  House  Conference  on  Children  and  Youth  over  NBC  on  Sat. 
April  2.    From  the  U.  of  111,  the  same  program  vill  present  "Chemicals  in  Agri- 
culture" .    After  Ik  years  with  its  only  commercial  sponsor,  the  Alii s- Chalmers 
Mfg.  Co,  the  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour  nov  continues  on  a  sustaining  basis. 
Congrats  to  Alii s- Chalmers  for  this  long,  pleasant  association. 

"Children  in  a  Changing  World"  and  the  effects  on  them  of  the  current  revo- 
lution in  human  living,  vill  also  be  reported  from  the  White  House  Conference 
on  The  American  Farmer  program  over  ABC.  Sat.  April  2. 

"The  American  Farmer  and  the  Canadian  Farmer"  -  by  Larry  Diehl,  U.S.  Ass't 
Attache  at  Ottava,  Canada,  heard  during  the  Sat.  veekend  over  a  special  Net 
including  poverful  stations  coast  to  coast. 

And,  of  course,  "Claude  Mahoney 's  Farm  Report"  on  the  Mutual  Network  vill 
keep  you  advised  of  the  White  House  Youth  Conference  daily  developments  on  his 
regular  schedule  6:35  to  6:^4-5  a.m.  EST. 


TiOME  TV  APRIL  SHORTS  BY  SWING 


Edith  Swing,  R&TV,  is  mailing  out  three  short  TV  Home  Features  for  use  next 
aonth.    They  are:  C-99  "Plentiful  Foods  for  April";  C-100  "Growing  Chrysanthemums"; 
and  C-101  "Ants  or  Termites". 

THESE  RECORDINGS  READY  -  SEND  TAPE 

"Firmness  Ahead  for  Egg  Markets"  -  predicts  AMS  Ed  Karpoff  (No.  9Q30 

TIME:  1:32 

"Groving  Demand  for  Rural  Credit"  -  FHA  Adm'r  Kermit  Hansen  comments 
(No.  lOQ^O)  TIME:  2:00 

"Readying  'Warfare '  on  Houseflies"  -  Beltsville's  Vince  Marcley  describes 
tests  to  kill  flies  by  chemical  sterilization  of  adults  (No  11Q30)    TIME:  1:46 


Sincerely, 


ijayne  Beaty,  Chief  / 
Radio  and  Television  Service 


